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Society Holds First General Meeting

The Society held its first general
meeting on April 16, 1980 at the James
Forrestal building in Washington, DC.
The conference featurad addresses by
Rebert Morgan, U. 5. Senator from
North Carolina, and Willism Appleman
Willlama, president of che Organiza-
tion of American Historians, as well
as presentations by Soclety menbers
on the organization's past accivities
and future plans, Approximately 175
persongs attended the meeting.

In his keynote remarks, Senateor
Horgan stressed the need to carefully
protect the govermment's historical
records. He discussed his opposition
to General Services Administrator
Rowland Freeman's plan to disperse
material currently housed im the
Hational Archives in Washingtom to
reglonal records centers.
he had "mot vet found anyone ready to

take credit for the ideas," he added that

Hoting that
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"the problen of dispersal of records...
wag but one more In a long line of de-
¢isicns madeé by the Archives or the G54
that defied explanation." Morgan attri-
buted the prnh:lem to the Fact that the

— Continue Eo page B

Archlwst Appointed

Robert M, Warner, 5%, director of the
Bentley Historical Librarv at the Univer—
gley of Michigan, is to be the next Archi-
vist of the United Staves. Dr. Warner, a
historian, archivist, amd asuthor will ad-
minister the 80 millioa annual budget of
the Mational Archives and Records Sepvice
(HARS) and supervise its 4,200 employees
in Washington, DC, 15 regiomal ceénters and
six presidential libraries, beginning
July 15.

Dr. Warner's career at the University
of Michigan, where he is professor of his=
tory and library scionca, bepgan in 1956,
He has served as president of the Society
of American Archivists and the Historical
Society of Michigan and has held leader-
ship positions in mumerous other profes-
sicnal crganizations, He was named a
Fellow of the Society of American Archi-
wists In 1967 and served as chairman of
the planning committes for the Gerald R.
Ferd Presidential Library.

Dr. Warner attended the University of
Denver and Muskingum College, sarved with
the U. 5. Army, and subsequently attended
the University of Michigan, where he re-
cedved his doctorate im 1958. His disser-
tation om Chase 5. Oshorn was pablished in
1960 as Bulletin 10 of the Michigan Hig-
torical Collections. Im 1964 Wayne State
University Fress publighed his History of
the Michigan State Dental Asgociation.
Since 1964, Dr. Warner has published ar=
ticles on a mmber of topics relating to

— Continue to page &
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With this issue of The Federalist, the
Society for History in the Pederal Govern-
ment begins publication of its quarterly
newslecter. Subsequent issues will appeac
en October 15, Januwary 15, and April 15,

Designed to serve as a meens of communi-
cation between Society members distributed
over A wide géographiec area and an even
wider variety of historical interests,

The Federalist will rely heavily on 4 net-
work of news sources., Each of the inftial
participants in the network has been re-
spongible for communicating news of a
familiar history or archival program
within the federal government. Hews

of smaller programs and of individual
Society meobers working outside a specific
program is harder to catch in the net.

We hope that those having elusive news of
interest to members of the Society will
not hesitate to contact the edicor.

HOW TO CONTACT OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY

President: Jack Holl {301} 353=5431
Vice-president: Haeva Marcus (see below)
Secretary: Philip Cantelen (301} 353-4386
Treasurer: Bill Dudley (202) £33-23584

Committee Chairpersons
Archives: Marpty Heuss (202) 272-0238

Directory: Reogers Anderg (30L) 353=5431
Liatgon: MHaeva Marcus {(202) 152=123586
Membarship: George Mazuzan (202) 634-3338

OFY Guidelines: Tom Fulton (202) §47=2474%
Frofessional Development: David Alli=on
(202) T67-3419
Program: Sam Walker (202) 634-3338
Hewsletter Editor: Sharon Gibbs
(202) 523-3223

Anyone wishing sexbership information
or application forms or requesting a
change of address or having any business
relating to the Society ghould addcess
inquiries to: Philip L. Cantelon,
Secretary, Society for History in the
Federal Covernment, Box 141739 Ben Franklin
Statiot, Washington, DG, 20044.

The Federalist

The format of this first issue is ex-
perimental. We hope that it acecommodates
a few basic goals. The first of these
goals is to fully inform members of the
activities of the Executive Council and of
the Commirtee structure of the Society,
Publication prlority has been given to
announcements which encourage participa=-
tion in Society activities. A second
goal ie to acquaint members with the accom=
plishments of as well as developments and
opportufities within federal history or
archival programs. A third goal is to call
the attention of members to legislative
and judieial actions which will affect the
relationahip betwaen hiatory and the
federal government. A final goal is to
present the concerns of the Soclety for
History in the Federal Government to
non-members and o potential members.

We welcome all commencs and suggestions,

The Saefety for History im the Fedearal
Government was formally organized sz a
non-profit corporation in the District of
Columbia on February 15, 1980. The ini-
tial board of directors consists of David
Allison, Fhilip L. Cantelon, Jack M. Hall,
Maeva Marcus, George Mazuzan, Martin Reues,
and Sam Walker. Anna Nelson serves as the
fociety's registered agent in the District.

THE FEDERALIST
Hewsletter of the Society for Hiztory
in the Federal Government. Published

quarterly in January, April, July, and
dOctober.
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Copy deadline for the Ocecber 1980
issue is September 20.



Society News

General

The by=-laws of the Soclety for History
in the Federal Govermment were ratified by
its charter members at a special meeting
held in the auditorium of the National
Archives on May 15, 1980.

Special Nominating Committee

The elaction of interim officers who
will serve until July 1, 1981 went gmoothly;
results are ammounced on the first page of
this newsletter. Owver half of the member-
ship participated -- an eéncouraging gign ==
and the races were cloge., The Committee,
censisting of Charles Hendricks, Richard
Hewlett, and David Trask, applaudes the
intersst and participation of the member-
ship.

Archives Committes

Committee chairman Marty Reuss refers
readars to his article which beginz on
page 1 of this newsletter.

Directory Committee

Good progress is being made towards
the compilation and revisiom of a new
"Cuide to Historical Offices and Programs
in the Federal Government." Of the 241
questionnaires sent to federal offices, 93
have been returned. Committee members are
currently urging the slowpokes. Flana call
for publication of the new "Guide" early
in 1981.

Ligison Committee

The Committee is making slow but steady
progress in calling the actention of federal
agencies to the valus of history programe.
Society representatives recently met with
Department of Education officials to
discuss the establishment of a historical
office, The Department wade no coumitments,
but its response was eacouraging.

Membership Committee

The Society now has 229 regular menbera,
About eme=fourth of these are putside the
Washington area. These are encouraging
figures. By adding to them, weé can create
a broadly based organization. Members are
urged to encourage colleagues both within
and outside the Government to join.
Remesber that this is not just an organi-
gation of federal employees, but of anyone

imtareated in rthe historical, archivel, cr
related activicies of the United States
Government.

OPM Guidelines Committee

The Committee is working together
with a similar coemittee of the Hational
Coordinating Committes for the Frosmotiom
of History im attempting to pursuade the
0ffice of Persomnel MHanagement TO gtandard=
ize and restructure the classification
standards for historians. The greatest
poseibility for change will come when OPM
applise its new "Factor Evaluation System"
to the Historical Series. The Comsittes
chairman, Tom Fulten, is interested in
hearing about any problems that any
government history ¢ffice has had in
hiring or promoting historlans so that
the Committee can begin thinking of ways
to improve employment practices as a whale.
He iz alss intérested in finding new
Committee members.

Professional Development Committee

Besides helping to plan the Society
dinner meeting in September (see
announcemsnt), and Soclety=-gponsored
activities at the AHA meeting in December,
Cormittee members have given thought to
ecuratorial concerns and to problems
relating to reviews of publications.

Susanne Owens of the Supreme Court is
heading the subcommittee om curatorial
concerns, which she hopes will provide
curators, archivists, registrars, exhibit
designers, conservators, and others with
similar concerns a forum to discuss their
common problems. For further information,
contact hey at (202) 252-34570,

The subcommittes on reviews, headed by
Walter Poole, plans te correspond with
gelected book Teview editors, introducing
the Spciety, and encouraging both the
review of publications and the publication
of reviews by its members. Hembers of
the Society who would 1ike to be recom-
sended to book review editors who requeést
nanes of potential reviewers are encouraged
to write the follewing information on a
5%8 card: nase, general field, special-
izations, academic degrees with institu-
tions, languages, and titles of publica-
tions, and send the card te: Reviéws
efo Society for History in the Federal
Goveromént, Box 14139 Ben Franklin Statiom,
Washington, DC, 20044.

- ———Continue to page 8




Appointment

Continued from page 1

Michigan history. He has also published
extensively on archival topica.
Ameng the issues the new Archivist

will be facing in the coming months ara
{1) atcempts Co separate MARS from the
General Services Administratiom (GSA),

(2) cthe decentralization of records te
other records centers throughout the coun-
try, (3) poasible changes in the functions
and personnel of the Mational Archives Ad-
visory Council;, and (4) management consol=
idation within HARS. Hany of these issues
are related to directives of Admiral
Rowland G. Fraeman, Administrator of GSA,
issued over the past year. The Adminis-—
trator felt that more emphasis needed Eo
ba placed on archival management, and chat
expenditures in areas "not originally con-

templated in archival tasks” needed to be
reduced. Consequently, he directed GSA's

Reglonal Adainistratora to assume total
operating responsibility for HAKS regional
facilities and thereby reduced the conmtral
over these facilities exercised by MARS
central office. The Administrator also
recognized a need to alleviate space prob-
lems in the Naclonmal Avchives bulldings,
problems compounded vhen a temporary ator-
age area (an old deparcment store) waas
found to be a fire hazazd. He concluded
that dispersal of many records around the
nation would both save money and provide
résearch opportunities in wvarious loca-
tions,

In accovdance with the Administracor’s
directives, the Office of the Natiomal
Archives prepared a plan indicating by
series and cubic footage recerds avail-
able for transfer from the Washington area
to regional archives centers. The final
list proposed approximately 300,000 cublce
feet of records - about one guarter of the
holdings of the Matioemal Archives - for
dispergal. Some recoxds were considered
eligible simply for practical reasons;
i.¢., they were not closely related ko
ether series, there wvas a lack of space,
or reference activity Io the records was
primarily by mail. Approximately 2,500
cubde feet of records of the Dffice of the
Quartermaster General and records of the
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Robert M. Warner

Office of the Chiel of Ovdnance were
transferred to the Philadelphia Regional
Archives. A publie outery, to which the
Society for History in the Federal Govern-
mant contributed, succeeded in halting
further transfers until an internal re-
evaluation could be made. This rTe-evalus—
tion 18 currently in process.

The Archives Committee of the Society
is clogely monditoring the Archives situa=
tion. The Society itself has gome on re=
cord as supporting the separation of NARS
from GSA. Also the Society has proposed
to Adoiral Freeman that it have a repre=
séntative on the National Archives Adviso=
ty Council. The Committee, in response to
a request from the Office of Federal
Regcords Centers, has submitted comments on
draft reviged ecriteria for the identifica-
tlon of permmently valuable series of
records. Currently, a subcommitree

headed by Jack Shulimson is analyzing the
entire records-keeping process; from
agency to archive, and will be making re-
ceemendations to izprove comsunlcations
among records sanagers, historians, and
archivists. The entize Committec hopes
to work closely with the new Avchivist

to epsure that he 1s mware of chose
concerns of the Soclety which relate to

faderal records.
Contributed by Hartin Reuss
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Professional Activities ——m—————————mms———————

We plan to have this section as a reg-
ular feature In The Federalist, but hope
that it will be far more broadly repre-
sentative than this initial offering.
make it g0 we need to hear from mesbers
bath in and sut of Washingten whenevey
they have anvthing to report, such &8 pro-
motions, appointmentas, transfers, honors,
publications, and the like. Although we
may be unable to Include everything that
is sent to us, we shall do our best to
include s much as we cam, Hail will
teach us most dircetly if addressed to
Dr. Ernest Fisher, U. 5. Ar=y Center of
Hilitary History, Department of the Army,
20 Massachusetts Ave, WW, Washington, DL,
20314, Dr. Fisher's talaphons number is
(202} 272-0335.

Ta

The Historlan's Office, Department of
Labor, headed by Jonathan Grossman,
played 2n active role in arranging the
ceremony on April 10, 1980 at which
President Jimmy Carter spoke, naming the
department's new building after Frances
Perkins, President Franklin D. Roosevelt's
Secretary of Labor amd the firat woman
cabinet member.

On March 22, 1980 gtaff mesbers of the
Hational Archives and Racords Sepvice
formed the National Archives Assembly,
approved its constitution and elected its
officers. The'goal of the Assembly is to
provide the National Archives staff an im-
portant voice in the activities, programs
and welfare of the National Archives and
Becordas Service., The officers of the new
organization are Virginia Purdy, president;
Gerald Haines, vice-president; Emily
HAickey, secretary; Ed Schamel, tressurer.
Joining thesa officers on the organiza-
tion's Executive Roard are Ken Earris,
James Miller, Michael Miller, John Pentius
and Sara Strom.

Twenty=two federal historians and
archiviats, together with a number of
their academic colleagues, served as
Judges of the contests for junior and
senior high schoel students from nine-
teen states held during Wational History
Day at Georgetown Undversity om May 30.

Dawid Allison, chalirman of the Profes-
sional Development Committee of the
Sociery, and Dr. Lois Scharf, executive
director of Wational History Day, extend
their thanks to the participants. Dr.
Scharf reports that any judge who was not
reimbursed for parking and wishes to be
should write to her at Natiofal History
Day, Case Western Reserve University,
11201 Euclid Ave., Cleveland, OH, 44106,

The Haval Observatory history committee,
chaired by T. R. Raffecty, saintains a
callection of histerical astronomical in-
struments belonging to the Observatory,

and encotrages projects and research
ralated to the higcery of the Obpervatory.
0n the occasion of the 1530th anniversary
of the fourding of the Observatory, the
committes recently filled four display
cases depleting the Observatory's bistory
in the lobby of itse main building. Stewven
J. Dick, an astronoser and historian of
socience A&t the Observatory, has recently
completed an article on "The Origins and
Growth of the Naval Observatory, 1830=-
L865," to appear in the December issue of
Sky and Telegsecope.

Publications

Recent historical publications of
federal agencies include, as reported, the
following works: U. 5. Faval Historical
Sources in the United States, compiled and
edited by Dean C. Allard, Martha L. Crawley
and Mary W. Edmison (Washington: Maval His-
tory Division, 1979); Albert E. Cowdrey,

A City for the Bation: The Army Engineers
and the Building of Washington, DC, 1790-
1967 (Washington: Histerical Division T,
5. Army Corps of Engineers, 1979); Clio
Has a Weman, 5tudles in the History of
American Women, edited by Mabel Degatrich
and Virginia Purdy (Washington: Howard
University Press, 1980); "The Emergence of
the Postwar Strategic Alr Farce, 1945-
1953," by John Greerwood in Alr Power and
Warfare, edited by A. F. Hurley and R. C.
Ehrhard (Washington: GPO, 1979); Leland
Johngon, The Headwaters Discrict: A His-
tory of the Pittgburgh District, Corps of

Continue to page &



Professional Activities

Continued from page 5

Engineers (Pitrsburgh District: Corps of
Engineers, 1979); Johm J. Looney, Eib-
liography of Space Books and Articles from
Hon-Aerospace Journals, 1957-1977 (Wash-
ington: GPQ HASA HHE-51, 1979): Frotecting
People at Work, edited by Judson E,
MacLaury Eﬂhﬂhingtﬂn: GFO, 1980); Johm C.
Reilly, Jr., The Bronze Cuns of Leutze
Park (Washington: Naval Historical Center,
1980) ; Lieutenant William B. Pranklin's
Journal of the Kearny Expedition of 1845,
Engineer Historical Series no. 1, edited
by Frank H. Schubert (Washington: GPO,
1979); and Versatile Cuapdian, Remsarch
in Hawval History, edited by Richard von

Doenhoff (Washington: Howard University
Press, 1979).

An interesting example of an official
work published camercially is James F.
Schnabel, Kenneth W. Comdit, and Robert J.
Watson, The Histoary of the Jainr Chiafs
of Staff (Wilmington: Michael Glazier,
1979}. ' Each of the volumes thus far puhb-
lished (There is to be a fourth valume.)
has a brief introduction by Terremce J,
Gough.

A Guide te the Study and Use of Mili-
tary History, edited by John E. Jessup, Jr.
and Robert W. Coakley {1979) as well as A
LCatalog and Tndex to Historical Manuscripts
in the I}, 5. A Center of Military His-
tory by Hannah M. Zeldlik (1979) can be
obtained from the U, 5. Army Center of
Military History. The fifth edition of A
Guide to Ressarch in MASA Histery by Alex
Roland (July 1980} is available from the
History Office, NASA Headquarters. The
National Archives has recentcly (1980)
published volumes &4 and 5 of Military Oper-
ationg of the Civil War: A Guide Tndex to
the 0fficial Records of the Unien and Con-

adérate Armies.

Morris MacGregor and Ronald Spector
have edited a2 series of lectures on
military history topics reproduced om
casettes uynder the title "America at War
and Related Subjects.” Among the lectur-
ers are Martin Bluménson, a former federal
historian, Graham Cosmas, Stanley Falk,
Charles MacDonald, Forest Pogue, Ronald
Spector, and Robert Utley, formerly of the

-6 -

Natiomal Park Service and the Advigory
Committee on Historie Preservation, now
recired,

Among the individual unofficial hig-
torical contributions of our collaagues in
various federal historical sctivities are
the following: Dean C. Allard, "Anglo-Amer-
lcan Naval Differences Duriag World War I."
Military Affairs, April 1980: Dale E, Flovd,
A World Biblicgraphy of Armed Land Conflice
from Waterloo to World War I, I valumes

(Wilmington: Michael Glazier, Ine., 1979)
Henry Guzda, "Frances Perkins' Interest

in a New Deal for Blacks," Monthly Labor
Review, April 1980: Leland Johnson, "The
Doyle Missfon to Massac, 1794," Journal of
the Tllinoie State Historical Soclety,
Spring 1980: Martip Reusa, "Maintenance:
Past and Present," A Logistician, Ap=
ril-May 1980; The Panama Canal: Readings

on _its History, selecticns and introduction
by Paul J, Scheips (Wilmington: Michzel
Glazier, Inc., 1979); Frank H. Schubert,
"Legacy of the Topagraphical Engineers:
Textual and Cartographic Records of
Western Exploration,” Government Publi-
cations Review, Summer 1980; and Paul
Walker, "Building American Canala; The

Federal Period,"™ Water Spectrum, Winter
19749,

Transitions

Appointments, transfers, and retire-
menuts of the recent period have hrought
changes in several historieal poaitions
in the fedéral gevernment. Recent retire-
Bents at the Natiomal Archives include
those of James B. Rhoads, Archivist of
the United States, Mabel Deutrich, Harold
Pinkett, Daniel Reed, and Jane Smith, At
the Department of Energy Richard Hewlett
has retired and Jack Holl is now the
acting chief historian. At the U. 5. Ammy
Center of Military Histery, Brooks E.
Kleber has replaced Walter G, Hermes,
tetired; and Stanley L. Falk has replaced
Charles B. MacDonald, also retired.
Maurice Matloff, chief historism &t the
Center has returned from a leave of
absence during which he was regents' pro-
fessor of history at the University of
California, Berkeley, the first military
historian (and in all likelihood the first
federal govermment historian) to F111 that
Continue to page 7
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